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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 & 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Justice et al. 
US 6299266 B1. 

With respect to claim 1, Justice et al. teaches (see, fig. 2) a system for facilitating installation 
of and access to a computer drive (see, Abstract of Justice et al.) within a computer, the system 
comprising: a chassis (100) for a computer; a removable mounting structure (120) for receiving 
at least one electronic storage device (1 10), the mounting structure (120) adapted to be 
mounted within the computer chassis (100) and an attachment mechanism (220) for detachably 
coupling the mounting structure (120) to the computer chassis (100). 

With respect to claim 3, Justice et al. teaches (see, fig. 2) a mounting structure (120) 
designed to receive at least a CD ROM or a hard disk drive (see, Abstract of Justice et al.), and 
illustrates another space for an additional drive in the computer chassis (100) (see, for example, 
fig. 2). 

With respect to claim 4, Justice et al. teaches (see, fig. 2) a mounting structure (120), 
which comprises a base panel (200), two side panels (210), and a flange (see, noted area on 
attachment of fig. 2) bordering each side panel (210), wherein the connection between each 
side panel (210) and its corresponding flange (see, noted area on attachment of fig. 2) is 
substantially parallel to the connection between the side panel (210) and the base panel (200). 
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With respect to claim 5, Justice et al. teaches (see, fig. 2) an attachment mechanism (220), 
tabs (240) and a hollow space (310) fitted to receive the tabs (240). 

With respect to claim 6, Justice et al. teaches (see, fig. 2) a hollow space (310) located on 
the mounting structure (120). 

2. Claims 8-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Justice et al. US 
6299266 B1. 

In regards to the method claims 8-15, the methods steps recited in the claims 8-15 are 
taught by Justice et al. Justice et al. disclosed securing a computer drive (see, Abstract of 
Justice et al.) to a mounting structure (120) comprising a base panel (200), two side panels 
(210), and a flange (see, noted area shown on attached fig. 2) bordering each side panel (210), 
wherein the connection between each side panel (210) and its corresponding flange (see, noted 
area shown on attached fig. 2) is substantially parallel to the connection between the side panel 
(210) and the base panel (200); the mounting structure (120) and computer drive (see, Abstract 
of Justice et al.) placed in a computer fitted to receive the mounting structure (120); and 
securing the mounting structure (120) to the computer, wherein after the mounting structure 
(120) is secured to the computer, a second drive to the computer is removably coupled, wherein 
after the mounting structure (120) is secured to the computer, the mounting structure (120) is 
accessed through an opening in the computer; and after accessing the mounting structure 
(120), closing the opening, wherein the mounting structure (120) is designed (see, fig. 2 of 
Justice et al.) to receive at least two drives of different sizes, wherein accessing a computer 
drive from outside a computer, a mounting structure (120) removed from a computer for 
receiving a computer having a computer drive (see, Abstract of Justice et al.) mounted thereon; 
accessing the drive from outside the computer; and re-attaching the mounting structure (120) to 
the computer, wherein the mounting structure (120) comprises a base panel (200), two side 
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panels (210), and a flange (see, noted area shown on attached fig. 2) bordering each side panel 

(210), wherein the connection between each side panel and its corresponding flange (see, 

noted area shown on attached fig. 2) is substantially parallel to the connection between the side 

panel (210) and the base panel (200), wherein further comprising: after re-attaching the 

mounting structure (120) to the computer, removably coupling a second drive to the computer, 

wherein further comprising: after re-attaching the mounting structure to the computer, accessing 

the mounting structure (120) through an opening in the computer; and after accessing the 

mounting structure (120), closing the opening in the computer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Justice et al. US 
6299266 B1 in view of Goodman et al. US 6606242 B2. 

With respect to claim 2, Justice et al. teaches (see, fig. 2) a mounting structure (120) capable 
of receiving a CD ROM drive or a hard disk drive (see, Abstract of Justice et al.) 
interchangeably stacked on each other. 

Justice et al. is silent as to an additional floppy drive received by the mounting structure but 
illustrates a space for an additional drive in the chassis shown (see, for example, fig. 2). 

Goodman teaches (see, fig. 2) a floppy drive (60) mounted on a mounting structure (10) in 
a computer chassis. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize an additional floppy drive in the invention of Justice et al. a in order to provide 
a mounting device for a floppy drive within a drive bay (see, col. 2, lines 1-9 of Goodman). 
4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Justice et al. US 
6299266 B1. 

With respect to claim 7, Justice et al. teaches (see, fig. 2) a system for facilitating 
installation of and access to a computer drive (100), the system comprising: a mounting 
structure (120) comprising a base panel (200), two side panels (210), and a flange (see, noted 
area shown on attached fig. 2) bordering each side panel (210), wherein the connection 
between each side panel (210) and its corresponding flange (see, noted area shown on 
attached fig. 2) is substantially parallel to the connection between the side panel (210) and the 
base panel (200), each side panel (210) containing a hole for a screw, and each flange (see, 
noted area shown on fig. 2) containing a hole for a screw and a downward tab, the mounting 
structure (120) capable of receiving a floppy drive or a hard drive (see, Abstract of Justice et al.) 
such that the drives rest on the base panel (200); and a drive bay within a computer capable of 
receiving the mounting structure (120), containing at least two screw holes ((230) & see, fig. 2), 
two hollow tabs (see, noted area shown on fig. 2) and downward tabs (240) on the flanges (see, 
noted area shown on fig. 2) of the mounting structure (120) by which the mounting structure 
(120) can be attached to the drive bay, the drive bay further capable of supporting a CD-ROM 
(see, Abstract of Justice et al.) drive stackable on the mounting structure (120). 

Although, Justice et al. teaches at least two screw holes and two hollow tabs, that do not 
match screw holes and downward tabs on the flanges of the mounting structure that are 
attached to the CD ROM or hard disk drive, he is silent as to the aforementioned attached to the 
drive bay. 
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Justice et al. further teaches that it is possible to use any combination of tabs and fixing holes 
for the electronic storage device, as long as the electronic storage device can be removed from 
the mounting structure (120) (see, col. 4, lines 25-34 of Justice et aL). 

It would have been obvious to use any combination of tabs and fixing holes for the electronic 
storage device as taught by Justice et al., in order to provide a means for a subsystem unit to be 
removed from the tray or mounting structure (see, col. 4, lines 25-34 of Justice et al.). 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: Behl et al. US 6982872 B2 shows the state of the art regarding storage devices in 
computers with rack and carrier configurations. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ingrid Wright whose telephone number is (571)272-8392. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on (571)272-2800, ext 35. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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